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When Hilda Miller heard
about a new dental clinic in
town, she lined up her fam-
ily at the door. Her husband,
Michael, an unemployed
truck driver, and her 12-
year-old son, Mark, were
first in line.

“My husband's out of work;
I'm not working,” she said
Wednesday. “My boys have
never seena dentist. We have
problems.”

‘The clinic,operated by the
Peninsula Institute for Com-
munity Health, is headquar-
tered at Main Street Physi-
cians on North Main Street
in downtown. The first-ever
sliding-scale dental clin-
ic in the area serves resi-
dents of Western Tidewater
from Southampton County
to Suffolk.

Michael Miller said his
first dentist visit in years
held no surprises. Dr. Ange-
la Austin told him has tooth
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case. Mark had a lingering
baby tooth, and it's affected
his speech, his father said.

“T've lost a lot of teeth,”
Michael Miller said. “I'm
unemployed, and we're
poor. This is such a blessing
I could cry””

Services are available to
the uninsured and the in-
sured, said Cynthia New-
some of PICH’s marketing
department. A soft opening
took placeabout amonthago,
and the three dentists have
so far seen 76 patients, New-
some said. The grand open-
ing was Wednesday.

By midday, about 50 peo-
ple had toured the facility
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time dentist, Dr. Erin Palm
reutter, was hired especially
0 staff Suffolk. Two others
rotate between the PICH den-
cal clinic in Newport News
and the one in Suffolk.

The clinic, which also of-
fers pediatric dental ser-
vices, was made possible
through the Obici Health-
care Foundation. That or-
ganization recently grant-
=d $400,000 to PICH to
open the sliding-fee dental
clinic in Suffolk. The Main
Street clinic was renovated
0 make way for the dental
exam rooms and the den-
tists’ office. Dr. Austin, the
pediatric specialist, said she
can hardly believe some of
the problems she's seen. The
dental clinic is open 8 am. to
4 p.m. Monday and Wednes-
day and8 to 11a.m.on Thurs-
day. For more information, or
0 schedule an appointment,
call Cox at 925-1866.
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The first-ever sliding-scale
dental clinic serves residents
of Western Tidewater from
Southampton County to
Suffolk. It is headquartered
at Main Street Physicians on
North Main Street.
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